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SERMON BY
Pastor Jim Dunn

TEXT
Isaiah 64:1-9
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
   that the mountains might quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
   and the fire causes water to boil—
   to make your name known to your adversaries,
   and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for,
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From of old no one has heard
   or perceived by the ear,
   no eye has seen a God besides you,
   who acts for those who wait for him.
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
   those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;
   in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?
6We have all become like one who is unclean,
   and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
   We all fade like a leaf,
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls upon your name,
   who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
   and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
 8But now, O LORD, you are our Father;
   we are the clay, and you are our potter;
   we are all the work of your hand.
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,
   and remember not iniquity forever.
   Behold, please look, we are all your people.

Some actors have been infamous for trying to steal the show - and that trait really comes out in a 
film where there are a number of big name actors.  In the action western the Magnificent Seven, 
with an all-star cast and not a whole lot of dialogue, at least a couple of the actors were not above 
stealing lines from one another.  Not only did the movie have Charles Bronson, James Coburn, and 
Robert Vaughn, but also Steve McQueen and Yul Brynner, and those last two were the worst 
culprits.  Even in those scenes in which there weren’t any lines, or in which they weren’t out in 
front, McQueen and Brynner used all sorts of tricks to draw attention to themselves.  You can just 
hear some of those big egos saying to each other, “You just say your part, and I’ll say mine.” 
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God’s Son could say the same thing to us in regard to Isaiah 64. “You just say your part, and I’ll say 
mine.”

Because it’s impossible for anyone to pray all of this prayer. “But now, O Lord, You are our Father.” 
It’s impossible to say that and in the same breath confess, “We have all become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.”   

“But now, O Lord, You are our Father” should be Jesus’ part of the prayer. He has the right to call 
God “Father.”  And the words about being unclean and a polluted garment should be our part.  So 
Jesus should just say His part, and we should just say ours. 

Then, who is able to say the first words of this prayer, “Oh that You would rend, that You would rip 
open the heavens and come down”?  Do we want the Holy God whose presence makes even the 
mountains quake to have to come down here?  Remember when your father would say something 
like that?  “Do I have to come down there?”  We don’t want Holy God to have to come down 
here when we’re in the middle of our uncleanness and our righteousness is as a polluted garment.  
We don’t want to pray for God to rip open the heavens and have to come down here to deal with 
us.  We don’t want God to rip anything.

And it’s inappropriate for God’s Son to pray the words of verse one.  It’s inappropriate for God’s 
Son to pray for God to rip open the heavens.  After all, it’s God’s Son who rips open the heavens.  
And He did it so gently that He was lying in a manger before anyone noticed He was here.  He did 
it so quietly that He was standing in the Jordan River before anyone noticed He was here.  Holy 
God who could have ripped open the heavens and been on us like white on rice instead ripped 
open the heavens so humbly He was on the cross, crucified before the whole world. 

And while on that cross He took the sinner’s part of this prayer.  It was He who had become 
unclean and it was His righteous deeds that had become as a polluted garment.  God had ripped 
open the heavens and come down, but the ripping sound was quiet.  As quiet as the ripping of the 
cloths used to swaddle the infant Jesus. God’s holy Son taking the sinner’s part of this prayer 
sincerely, honestly, truthfully. 

So that you and I can pray this whole prayer.  It is still impossible for you and me to pray this 
whole prayer, but impossible is nothing to God who gave His Son. “But now, O Lord, You are our 
Father.” 

Through Baptism into Christ’s death, we are God’s holy, undefiled child.  Upon the cross Jesus took 
the sinner part of this prayer so that we can without fear and with longing for His second coming 
actually pray, “O that You would rend the heavens and come down.”      
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